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I turn to the case of the French. Has the genius of the most quick-witted and cosmopolitan nation in Europe been able to solve the problem ? Apparently not. Some trifling successes may, as in the case of Egypt, have been gained, but there has been no real assimilation, no effective fusion of the Western and of the Eastern races. A high authority (M. Boissier) speaks very decidedly on this subject. After paying a well-deserved tribute to the material progress effected under French auspices in Algeria, he goes on to say that, in one respect, the policy of his countrymen has been a complete failure. They have not gained the sympathies of the natives. There has been nothing approaching to a fusion. The two
fear of losing the respect of the natives, who might explain the foreigner's use of the native tongue as a sign that he wants to ingratiate himself with them and court their favour" (Ibid., pp. 70, 71).
Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace, who speaks with high authority on all matters connected with Russia, writes: ec If we compare a Finnish village in any stage of Russification with a Tartar village, of which the inhabitants are Mohammedans, we cannot fail to be struck by the contrast. In the latter, though there may be many Russians, there is no blending of the two races. Between them religion has raised an impassable barrier7' ("Russia," vol. i, p. 198).